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Iam somewhat out of my Field but with due apologies I would 

offer the following suggestions in regard to orew: 
FoRMosA 

All telegrams and other information that I have seen concern- — 
ing the situation in Formosa make it alarmingly clear that we are 
witnessing the repetition of what has happened to Matiomlist China 
throughout the entire civil war. These points which werg elaborated 
and amplified yesterday at a briefing by the GIA eolonels (of which 
you may already have had a report) make it pretty clear that if any 
Communist unit of any size lands on Formesa, the process of defection 
eventually leading to the collapse of Chiang'a resistance on that 
Island is predictable. It is likewise probable that the Seventh 
Fleet would not be able to prevent at least some Communist units 
from estebliehing a beachhead on the Island, although they could 
inflict heavy damage on any invasion fleet. In the circumstances, 
and especially in the light of formal commitment to use the United 
States Navy to defend the Island, I wonder if we haven't got a 
aarte duty to de what we can to rectify the situation from the 

slam. 


It is, of course, obvious that we could do nothing in regard 
to Chiang Kaieshek himaelf and should not in my opinion at this 
juncture, but there are I understand certain courses of action 
which might be followed in order to help improve the military 
position on the Island, i.e., disposition of forces and seeing 
to it that good generale rather than political generala are in 
command of these forces. 


Lam not attempting to suggest how it could be done, since 

there are others who know Pormosa who would be in better position 

to indicate how this could be brought about. I de think, however, 
that if we propose to do anything, it would be very important for 
the Secretary ~- if possible join¥ed by General Bradley and possibly 
Hillenkotter, if he would agree to do go -«~ to present clearly and 
feirly the problem we are confronting in thie respect with regard +o 
Formosa, to an executive session of the Senate Foreign Relations 
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Committee, with possibly the addition of other Senators who have 
been particularly interested in Chim. I doubt if thie gould be 
done in time for the Monday seasion, but a epesial meeting on the 
subject might be set up at a later date. 


I would think this is essential before we gonsider any possible 
moves in regard to the problem on Formosa, sinoe without such consulta~ 
tion Uhiang's lobby in Washington would undoubted ly spread the story 
in Congressional cirgles that the State Department wis attempting to 
wuidermineg him. Gonsultation with the Senators would be essential 
backetopping to offset any such intrigues to forestall or undermine 
any sotion we take. I realize fully the riske of leaks but I believe 
if the presentation was simply e frank expose of the situation, out- 
lining what alternatives are before this Government. and genuinely 
ask the.advice of the Senatore, that consequentes of leaks would be 
less serious than either (a) the consequences of doing nothing in 


regard to Formosa or (b) doing something without esters! consul ta- 
tion. Pe a 


i aubmit ‘these wlews to. you for sonsdderation, co r fully - 1 
realize this mtter lies squarely within your field... 
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